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men, to tell you when you do wel), 
for you are apt enough to think you 
do ſo always 3 but when you puſh at Extra- 
ordinaries, I muſt do you Juſtice ; and tho' 
this is a farther Parenthefis to the long 
S:ory of Scots Perſecution, and Mr. Rebearſal 
is heaping up Materials far farther DeteQi- 
on, which ſhall come in theic Courſe z ſuffer 
me, Gentlemen, to ſay a Word or two 
about : Bill depending, or order'd to be 
brouzht into tne Houſe of Commons to pre- 
v-nt the Plundering the Ships, that happen 
in Diſtreſs to be run on Shoar, ſhipwreck'd, 
or otherwiſe miſcarry upon our Coaft. 
It would make a black Story, ſhould 1 
pretend to give you an Account of the bar- 
barous Treatment, poor ſhipwreck'd People 


I Am not very forward of late, Gentle- 


meet with upon the Coaft of Znpland, 
when they happen to be in Diftreſs z Fo- 
reigners would hardly think we were Chri- 
fiians, if they ſhould hear of the Uſage poor 
Men in that miſerable Circumftance have 
met with, when the Country, Cannibals 


. have been ſo far from endeavouring toſave 


the People in Diftreſs, that they have rather 
taken Care to have no Witnefles of the Ra- 
pine they were ready for. 

How many Ships, that might have been 
ſav'd,, bavebeen torn to pieces ; How many 
Mens Lives, that might have been fav'd, 
hare been willfully lec periſh, 1 will not fay 
murther'd, no Man can pretend to give an 
exad Account of ; But T could have Thou- 
ſands of Witneſſes to prove the Robbery, 
the Cruelty, the Barbarity of our People 
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upon the Coaſt of Frglavyd, when Ships 
have come ©n Siioar 1n Diltrels. 

Let the Town of. Dea? te!l the Wold, 
how in the great Storm their Boats went off 
with the utmoſt Hazard to ſave the Wreck, 
and get Plunder, and how they lee the poor 
periſhing Wretches, that were ſtanding on 
the Goodwin Sands, ſtretch Gut their Hands 
to them for Hcelp in vain, deluding their 
dying Hopes, lerting them ſee, theſe Mon- 
ters pu ſue a Piece of a Wreck, and leave 
the Tide tc flow over thoſ- miſerable Creae 
tures without any Compaſſon. 

It js tive, this was - their Negative Be- 
hoviour only, and only ſhews their Huma- 
nity, that when the Men of War were dri- 
ven by che Violence of that horrible Tem- 
pett on the Goodwin Sands, and Jay beating 
there to pieces with the Waves, the poor 
diſlreſy'd Mariners got upon the Sands, 
which at low Water ebb'd dry— And from 
the Shoar ſeveral Hundred of them were 
perceiv'd walking dry on the Sands in the 
vtmoſt Dzſpair, running about like People 
out of their Wits, wringing their Hands, 
3nd making all the Signal; of diftreſſed 
Wretches ju launching into Eternity, for 
ev were all ſere to be overwh-Im'd upon 
tho Return of the Tide A Sight that 
would have mov'd the Heart of a Mahome- 
121, 73d hare made Men of the leaſt Hu» 
manity, have ran any tolerable Riigue to 
nave afiifted them The Mayor of the 

Town at tht time, I have been told, did 
-} he covld ro encunrage Mzn to venture, 
1nd was the Mean+ &f ſaving a great many 
of therz; Bur how other Boats roving 
about {;r Prev. came almoſt within Call of 
the 220r Wretches, and put them in Hopes 
they were deſign'd for their Relief, and then 
tantalizing them in the very Moment of 
N-2:t, turn'd away from them to purſue 
heir {-rdid Advantage of Plunder, 13 a 
&ory t95 fad torelate, and lies as a melan- 
chaliy Remembrance upon the Conſciences 
of the Perſons ——All the poor People being 
wa'k'd off into another World in a few 
HP -urs afer But to come from this 
to polirive Guilt Let us look rot far 
0m the ſame Place, I can tell you of my 
ry own Knowiedge, and not a little to 
my Loſ: 3, when a Ship has come on Shoar 
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in the Night, ane in Diftrcſs, and coming 
gent on Shoar has fat vp-right, and the 
otorin abating, the Carg« night Þove been 
fav'd, ard perhaps ti. Shi,, 20t - © -gains 
when theſe Mountain Thieve, :...: not 
rifled the Loading only, Ent tor: the very 
Ship herſelf to pieces, bcivir Help could 


be had, and render'dilit 4; 4m, which 
otherwiſe migh: have h2+u tav'd -—--— - 16 
in a ſmaller timz: this one (11 thing it 
poſhible, a whole Ship las t'-n nad, 'd 


and gutted, and tve Goods iairy'd up the 
Country, und ircetrievabl: loſt, 

Were an honeſt Coutelhun to be made 
by our Portland Cannibals, and Ile of IWig he 
Thieves, how many M-n chevy bave dcown'd 
and knock'd on the Head, how many they 
have let drown, that they could have ſav'd; 
I delieve, I do them no Wrong, if 1 ſhould 
ſay, they amount to more than the firſt of 
theſe Ifland3 has now alive in i-, 

Nor is this Evil wittout irs Excurſion 
againſt Heaven too, for the ab»minable 
Wretches to ſatishe their rapzcious Con- 
ſciences, and flatter themſclve; with the 
Lawfvlneſs of this Kind of Theft, plead a 
Property 11 it, and call it God's Good —— 
Mr. Rehear/z] muſt pardon me, if the Simj- 
litude of Caſes almoſt makes it natural to 
call it by a Name he js mighty fond of, I 
mean, DIVINE RIGHT. Theſe S rt of 
Thieves, and thoſe he calls Monarchs, but 
in 11ght ſpeaking Tyrancs, happen to be ia 
the two Exrremes if Wickedneſs that Mn- 
kind 15 Capable of, both claim frum the ſme 
Original, ard I think, ic is eafie to prove, 
they do it with the ſame Authority. 

GOD, in 'his Judgments on the Wortd, 
having thought fit to corre them in Kind 
with cheir own Follies, ſuffers them to pu: 
Kingdoms into the Hand: of Land-Monkers, 
that pretending their S1f-ry and Profperity 
devour them they ſhould feed, and murther 
thoſe that put themſelves under their Pro. 
tection 3 deftroy them that they ſhould pr: - 
ſerve, and ſuck the Blood of thoſe they 
ſhould nouriſh at the Expence of their own. 
——Theſe Things we call Tyrants, a Word 
of Abhorrence— A Sort of Creature all the 
Nations in the World have in their Turn 
expel} d, as noxious to Society, and not fir 
to be ſuffer'd awong Men— As wild Beafts, 
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to whom no fair Lawisgivenz as mad Dogs 
that poiſon with their Teeth, 2:4 the very 
Saliva of their Mouths or Nu i':ment they 
take, infefts the World with equal Mad- 
neſs z Crocodile; that delude with their 
Tears, or Rattlz-Snakes that jingle the 
World iato Deftritti-n; painted Dzath 
that tickles th? Eye, and at the ſame time 
conſumes the Vitals of a People. 

Tjranyy ! A Compolition of all Hyman 
Plagues, a Bundle of Deaths, a Weed that 
grows< upon the Verg? of che Buttamleſs 
Pit, cultivated from 1:-!!, and planted by 
the Devii. TYRANNY ! 2a Mcdiciae for 
Nations grown wanton with GOD's Good- 
neſs, and kicking ag2infi their Maker ; a 
Drug— which well dry'd by che Heat of Am- 
bition, pulv21i,'d in the Mortar that Solo- 
mon bray'd Fouls in, decoRed with a pro- 
portion'd Quantity of a modern Plant 
call'd SLAVERY, in abuut a Tun of a 
Nation's Tears—Byvil'd up to a Conſiſtency 
by the ow Fire of Oppreſfion, and admi- 
nifer'd ia a hot Draught of innocent Blood. 
--Tis a Vomit for a whole Nacior, which 
rightly teken, generally works Parliamen- 
tarily, and ſo the Kingdom: heave and caſt 
oradually or legally z but if it be given in 
a little too large a Quantity, it works vi9- 
ently, and th? whole Nation grows fick, 
and ſp...5z then up' come Tyrants, i! 
gotten Congaeſt ;, broken Laws, and ſuch 
Stuff; ju as P*ople bewitchd vomit 
crooked Pins, »1d 1i0:', Ghaſ:, and any thing 
the Dec i! ſupplies them with, | 

Ju'c thu: theſ: Mountain-Toieves, theſe 
Shoar-D:viis, when GOD in hi Juigment; 
upon. pzrticular Perions ſer.ds Storms and 
Shipwrecks:, ard por Men in their Diſtreſs 
commi: th-mlclves to theRocks and Shoars, 
and to their leſs merciful Inhabitants tor 
P,oteaion and Saf2ty— in th; Condition 
they find to their fad Surpriz?, that where 
they exp:ed their Safety, they fiad their 
Deftuftion, and the Peopite into whoſe 
Hands they fly from Dezth, devour them 
without Compaſſion $0 they find 
BD=:th in fi;ing from Death, wich this Dift- 
ference, that they f1:d is from rational 
Creatures, from whole Humanity they 
mi; at hope for D-liverance, and die with 
the ucmoRt Regret. 
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Thus Plunder and Rapice is their Employ- 
ment z the Safety of the Diftrefſed, or the 
Recovery of the Eſtates of thoſe whoſe EF- 
fetts are ventur'd upon the Sea:, is none of 
their Concern, but to make th-ir Gain of 
other Mens Diſaſters, and make them mi- 
ſerable whom GOD has afflicted. 

I affure you, Gentlemen of South Britain; 
in the North, as poor as you pretend they 
are, jt is not fo, and we have a late Inſtance 
of it, which I cn give you of my ownKnou- 
I:dzc, when fix Dutch Eaſt-Indi: Ships 
came a Shoar, in Diftreſ; on the Coaſt of 
of Agus or about Montroſs —— The S1ips 
are ficanded, and ſome of th-m 1oRt 3 but 
all that could b2 preſferv'd of the Cairgaes 
are careiuliy ſav'd by the Help of thz 
Country, and the very Tackle and Furni- 
ture of the Ships ſav'd, and lay'd up in 
Store- Houſes, the Gunpowder carry'd to 
the publick Magazinesz the very Money, 
which we are told, amounts to 6000 
Gu#lders, is ſecur'd, and true Accounts tzken 
of every thing for the Owners -— And the 
Owners honeftly veſted in them, upon pay- 
ing a moderate Solvage to the then Lord 
Admiral of Scorlznd, wheſe Officer; took 
Cace of them The poor Men at the 
ſame time were induſtriuſly afhfted to 
ſave their Lives, and treated with all poſh- 

ie Humanity and Charity, 

This is in cur Northern barbaren Conn 
try of Scotl:2d, as ſome that know it not are 


fond of calling it; whereas bad theſe p :Qr 


People m*t with this Diftreſs on the Co0.!- 
win or Pc -:lind Beach, or indeed any where 
upon our more Chriſtian Shoar—The Ships 
had bzen torn to pieces, the Goods rifl:d, 
the Money dilfcs'd of, having no Ear My, 
and the poor Dutch Men turn'd a Dii7 to 
feed H-riings, that they might tel] no 
Tales, 

In ſhoct, if the Parliament can ef-auzlly 
ſupprets .2is abominable ſcandaloysPrattice, 
ſo diſkonouravle to the whole Nation, ſo 
injuri»vs to Trade, (0 fata! to the pyor di- 
ftrefied Se3men, and ſo many ways hateful 
to all honeſt Men, they will do the bet AQi- 
on thac has been done within th:ſe Walls, 
fiace the pr{ſng the Treaty of U2jon, or 
that pcrhap; will be done by them for a 
hundred Years to come. 

A D. 


